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DISTRICT 212 ITALIAN LANGUAGE STUDENTS FEATURED IN FRA NOI 

MAGAZINE 

 

Italian language students attending classes at both Leyden campuses had articles published in Fra 

Noi, a magazine known to Chicagoland’s Italian-American community for more than half a 

century.  Written in Italian and English, the publication offers articles on Italian culture, food, 

traditions, customs and travel. 

Students in Michele Curley’s Advanced Placement (AP) Italian class wrote Lingua e cultura 

Italiana a scuola, (Italian language and culture in school) and had their article published in the 

December 2018 edition of Fra Noi. The April 2019 edition featured a piece titled Opera e pasta: 

La Magia delle gite (Opera and pasta: the magic of trips) penned by students in Francesca 

Sourbis’ Italian III class. Both articles are written in Italian and highlight the importance of 

participation in activities that immerse students in the Italian culture.  

“I hope for my students to fall in love with Italia and its culture,” says Sourbis, who teachers 

Italian at the West campus.  “My goal is to provide memorable experiences that they will smile 

upon when thinking back to Italian class in high school.”  

To that end, field trips are part of the learning experience.  For example, students saw the opera 

La Boheme at the Lyric Opera of Chicago; toured the American headquarters of Barilla Pasta in 

Northbrook; and visited the Art Institute of Chicago to learn about Italian art and artists.  

Michele Curley, who teaches Italian at East Leyden, says studying a new language is more 

meaningful when students have the opportunity to experience authentic linguistic and cultural 

experiences. “Making pizza at an authentic ‘vero pizza napoletana’ pizzeria, hosting an Italian 

student, going to Italy with Leyden's exchange program and living with an Italian family.  These 

are just a few examples of how immersion in the culture and the language leads to faster 

language proficiency.” 
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